Senior Documented Paper Description
1.  What am I supposed to be writing about?
This paper is a literary analysis.  It is similar to last year’s paper.  You are to take a work of literature and analyze the meaning from your perspective as well as from the perspective of other critics.

(In this circumstance, “criticism” does NOT mean whether or not the work is good or bad.  You are not judging QUALITY.)
2.  What am I supposed to be taking notes on?
I would recommend focusing on theme.  Themes tie a lot of other elements together.  However, it is best to start collecting notes that make sense to you, then try to continue to find notes along the same theme.  Let you research be your guide.

3.  What is my thesis?
Actually, we will not formulate your thesis until AFTER you have put together your topic outline.  Since your thesis is supposed to be a statement of what your paper is trying to prove, it makes sense for you to know what your paper is going to be about.  Once you have your outline, we’ll plug in the ideas into a basic thesis format.

4.  Organization
a.  connection to reality (THESIS STATEMENT GOES AT END OF 1ST PARAGRAPH, UNDERLINE)
b.  summary

c.  author bio. (this can also go at end)

d.  analysis

1.  topic sentence


2.  support from primary source


3.  your interpretation


4.  quotes from research


5.  your explanation of quotes


6.  final explanation of particular section

repeat for additional paragraphs
AND NOW…for something new
e.  last page of paper – address a controversial aspect of the story


1.  For example, should Hester Prynne have revealed the identity of Pearl’s father?


2.  Was Grendel a monster, or simply misunderstood?


3.  Is greed necessarily the root of all evil? What would happen if there was no greed?


4.  Is love really like what you read about, or is real life totally different?


5.  Is the main character truly a hero, or did he take advantage of the circumstances?

You may find research to support your claim, or you may have to go completely on your own.

CONTENTS

Your final draft will include the following:

a.  a title page


1. the title of your paper (it should be original, not the title of the story)


2.  your name 


at the bottom of the page include the following


3.  My Name


4.  Period


5.  Class


6.  Date

b.  a final draft of the topic outline, with the thesis written at the top

c.  5-7 pages of writing  (5 full pages, not 4 pages and a line)

· each page should be numbered at the top right hand corner:  for example – Brown p.1  (handwrite it if your computer won’t cooperate)

· double-spaced

· 1” margins

· Times New Roman – or similar – 12 pt. font

d.  a works cited page

OUTSIDE OF THE BOX

You may find some more creative ways to look at the piece of literature you’ve selected.  This is perfectly acceptable.  For example, you might look at how a movie interpreted a piece of the literature differently then what you believed it meant.  Or, you might find some historical references that provide more information about the subject that is covered.  In the wide world of literary analysis, there are at least a dozen different approaches.  I don’t really teach you them, but you can certainly try to stretch your mind.
