Name:  _________________________Date:  ________________Period:  ____________
The Anglo-Saxon Period:  Historical Context

Key Idea:  These people were one of many people groups that invaded Britain, and they are credited with giving us the first masterpieces of English literature.

Questions #1.  Who are these people?  __________________________________

I.  Historical Context


A.  Centuries of Invasion (p. 19)



1.  In 55 B.C.: Who invaded? ____________________________________



2.  The Natives:  ______________________,  _____________________,



______________________________



3.  Origin of King Arthur? ______________________________________



___________________________________________________________



4.  The Language:  ___________________________



5.  Invaders from Denmark and Norway:  __________________________



6.  Ruler that unified the English:  ________________________________

Questions #2:  In what ways did the Roman conquest of Britain benefit the Britons?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________


B.  The Norman Conquest (p. 20)



1.  King after Alfred:  _________________________________________



2.  Leader of last successful invasion of England:  ___________________



___________________________

Questions #3:  What caused this invader to attack England?
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

II.  Cultural Influences and Literature of the Times  


A.  The Spread of Christianity (p. 21)



1.  The pagans held a strong belief in fate called:  __________________



2.  Christianity brought what new possibility?  ______________________



____________________________________________________________



3.  What was name of the place where Augustine established a



monastery?  _________________________________________________



4.  What is a monastery?  _______________________________________



____________________________________________________________



5.  Who wrote the earliest recorded history of the English people, entitled, 



A History of the English Church and People?  ______________________


B.  The Epic Tradition (p. 22)



1.  What is the point of an epic?  _________________________________



___________________________________________________________ 



2.  Who recited the epics?  ______________________________________


3.  Where were they recited?  ____________________________________



4.  Which epic is the most famous survivor of this genre?  _____________


C.  Reflections of Common Life (p. 22-side bar & 23)



1.  What type of poems reflected every day life?  ____________________



2.  What is the name of the book that contains a collection of these poems?



__________________________



3.  Writing moved from _________________ to __________________.



4.  What type of details were written about in Medieval literature?



_________________________________________________________

Question # 4:  Why might the works of such writers as Margery Kempe and Margaret Paston be of interest to modern reader?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

III.  The Medieval Period:  Historical Context

A.  The Monarchy (p. 24)


1.  What was the name of the book that was an extremely detailed tax 



record?_________________________________



2.  What did Henry II do for England?____________________________



___________________________________________________________


`
3.  What was the name of the king who is the villain in the Robin Hood 


legends?  ___________________________________________________



4.  What did the Magna Carta accomplish?  _______________________



___________________________________________________________


B.  War and Plague (p. 25)


1.  Who was England at war against during the Hundred Years’ War?


________________________________



2.  What killed 1/3rd of England’s population?  ____________________



3.  Who won the Wars of the Roses?    white rose or red rose

IV.  Cultural Influences


A.  Feudalism and the Church (p. 26)


1.  How is the land divided under the feudal system?  _______________



__________________________________________________________



2.  What happened that resulted in Canterbury becoming a popular place 



for a pilgrimage?  ___________________________________________



__________________________________________________________


B.  What influenced the stories about King Arthur?  ________________



___________________________________________________________

V.  Literature of the Times


A.  The Age of Chaucer (p. 27)



1.  How many characters are involved in telling The Canterbury Tales?  


________________________________



2.  How many tales did Chaucer intend to write?  ______________



3.  How many did he actually write?  _____________________



4.  What is the name of narrative songs that tell about the lives of common 



folks?  ______________________________________________________


B.  Medieval Romance (pgs. 28-29)



1.  List some of the characters that are famous in the legend of King 



Arthur.




a.  ________________________________________




b.  ________________________________________




c.  ________________________________________



2.  Who is supposedly the real Arthur?  ____________________________



____________________________________________________________



3.  What is one of the differences between the legends of King Arthur and 



real Medieval England?  _______________________________________



___________________________________________________________



4.  What are the titles of 2 of the most famous stories about King Arthur?




a.  ________________________________________________




b.  ________________________________________________
